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The first record of triclads from Ligurian freshwater dates as far 
back as 1893 when Borelli reported Dugesia subtentaculata (presently 
Dugesia sp.) and Polycelis nigra from Rapallo. Up to now taxa of all the 
three families of Tricladida are present in Liguria, viz Dugesiidae (3 
gen, 5 sp), Dendrocoelidae (1 gen, 1 sp) and Planariidae (1 gen, 2 sp) 
(Table 1) (Sanfilippo, 1950; Benazzi & Deri, 1980; Benazzi, 1982 and 
references therein; De Vries & Benazzi, 1983; De Vries, 1988; Sluys & 
Benazzi, 1992). All three endemic species are cave-dwelling. Although 
Dugesia liguriensis was only known until recently for the type locality, 
the present new records from the western Liguria and a recent record 
from a cave in Piedmont (Stocchino et al., 2005) suggest a wider 
distribution. The present first record of D. sicula is the northernmost of 
this Pan- Mediterranean species. For the genus Dugesia numerous non-
identified fissiparous and sexual populations are here recorded along the 
Ligurian arc. The presence of Schmidtea polychroa and of the 
alloctonous American species Girardia tigrina, introduced in Europe in 
the first half of the last century, are reported for the first time. 

__________________________________________________________ 
Table 1. Checklist of freshwater Tricladida from Liguria. Endemic species 

indicated by diamond ( ); alloctonous species indicated by circle ( ). 
__________________________________________________________ 

Dugesiidae Ball, 1974; Dugesia Girard, 1850; Dugesia brigantii De Vries & 
Benazzi, 1983 ; Dugesia liguriensis De Vries, 1988; Dugesia sicula Lepori, 
1948; Dugesia sp.; Girardia Ball, 1974; Girardia tigrina (Girard, 1850) 
Schmidtea Ball, 1974; Schmidtea polychroa (Schmidt, 1861) Dendrocoelidae 
Hallez, 1892; Dendrocoelum Dendrocoelum beauchampi del 
Papa, 1952 ; Dendrocoelum cf. beauchampi; Dendrocoelum sp.; Planariidae 
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Stimpson, 1857; Polycelis Ehrenberg, 1831; Polycelis benazzii De Beauchamp, 
1955 ; Polycelis nigra Polycelis sp. 
__________________________________________________________ 

ACNOWLEDGEMENTS
Financial support by Fondazione Banco di Sardegna, SYNTHESYS EC-7th

(NL-TAF2772), the Regione Autonoma Sardegna (CRP-60
 ruolo socioeconomico- 

lla fauna italiana: 
dalla conoscenza sistematica e biogeografica alla c
Authors are grateful to L. Galli and A. Balduzzi for their cooperation in the 
collections. 

REFERENCES
Benazzi M., 1982. Tricladi cavernicoli italiani. Biogeographia 7: 7-14. 
Benazzi M. & Deri P., 1980. Histo-cytological study of the ex-fissiparous 

planarian testicles (Tricladida, Paludicola). Monitore Zoologico Italiano 
14: 151-163. 

Borelli A., 1893. Osservazioni sulla Planaria alpina (Dana) e catalogo dei 
rd. Bollettino Musei di 

orino 8: 1-13.  
De Vries E.J., 1988. Further contributions to the taxonomy and biogeography 

of the subgenus Dugesia (Platyhelminthes: Tricladida: Paludicola) in the 
Mediterranean region and the Middle East. Israel Journal of Zoology 35: 
109-136. 

De Vries E. & Benazzi M., 1983. Dugesia brigantii n. sp., a freshwater 
planarian found in an Italian cave. Bollettino di Zoologia 50: 263-268. 

Sanfilippo N., 1950. Le grotte della provincia di Genova e la loro fauna. C.A.I. 
Memorie del Comitato Scientifico Centrale 2: 1-92. 

Sluys R. & Benazzi M., 1992. A new finding of a subterranean dendrocoelid 
flatworm from Italy (Platyhelminthes, Tricladida, Paludicola). 
Stygologia 7: 213-217. 

Stocchino G.A., Lana E., Manconi R., Corso G., Casu S., Rassu C.G. & Pala 
M., 2005. Studio di una popolazione di tricladi cavernicoli del Piemonte 

 Roma, 40. 


