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Abstract

Almost everywhere in the world the abortion riglst put into question. In those
countries of Southern, Western and Eastern Eurbpethern or Southern America
where abortion has been the decriminalized and evitewas recognized, whatever
restrictions, as a right for all women, the fundataést and conservative forces are
now on the offensive. Those who defend the righvofmen to freely choose the course
of their existence must often struggle to be hemrdxemplified by the refusal of the
European Parliament to recognize abortion as a w@mmeght and by the decision of
the Spanish government to abolish the progressmeddopted some years ago. This

paper, based on a number of concrete examples,ime®itine current positions of the

” This article reproduces parts of the paper tha@eaped in Paternotte, D. and Nagels, N. (eds. by)
(2013),Imaginer la citoyennetéd ouvain-la-Neuve, Academia-L’Harmattan.



pro-life — better called anti-choice — movements #me implications of their attacks

against women'’s right to choose in many so-callmakratic countries.
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1. Introduction

Almost everywhere in the world we are witnessing tfuestioning of the right to
abortion. In Southern, Western and Eastern EunopBorthern or Southern America,
in those parts of the world where the fight agathst criminalization of abortion had
been successful and where the demand that it becamight for all women, without
any discrimination between rich and poor has bec@mmmewhat listened to, the
fundamentalist and conservative forces are nowheroffensive (Martinet and Mauget
2011). At the same time, those who defend the ridhtvomen to freely choose the
course of their existence must often struggle thé@rd. The 2012 UN Conference in
Rio gave an example of this dynamic: after lengtlsgussions, the final statement did
not mention the right of women to have — or noh&we — children. Another instance
occurred in December 2013 when the European Patiamejected the Report on
sexual and reproductive health and rigf8&HR) submitted by the Commission on
Women's Rights and Gender Equality. Straightawapd&mentalist and religious
networks had qualified this document (called thedts report) as totalitarian and they
focused very much the debate on the right to atriiVith no surprise, they interpreted
the final vote as a «strong and positive signale am a «win for life». No doubt this
encouraged the Spanish government to submit sorakswater the bill on abortion that
had been promised since the election in 2011. Hew bill abolishes the very
progressive law adopted in 2318nd should make Spain one of the most restrictive
European countries on abortion. In the introductiora collective book published in
1979 —Le droit de choisir. Avortement-contraception: éuthternationale des femmes

! The law passed under the socialist governmentapiiro allowed the procedure on request within a
14-week term.



(Heinen 1979) — | mentioned the multiple mobilinas that, in Europe, South and
North America or Australia, brought tens of thowsmof women to the streets
throughout the world in order to defend the righthoose. By doing this, they opposed
not only the Church's desire to control their bedand to deny them access to
contraception, but also the claim of internatioo@anizations — such as the Agency for
International Development (AID) or the Internatibfdanned Parenthood Federation
(IPPF) — to impose birth control through forcediizmtion in many countries of Latin
America and in ethnic minorities of North Americat that time, the creation of the
International Contraception, Abortion and Stertiiaa Campaign (ICASCS, precursor
of the Women's Global Network for Reproductive RigfWGNRRJ — made us believe
that the mobilization for reproductive rights colle extended and would allow women
from many other regions of the world to gain cohtrfotheir bodies. We were far away,
then, from being able to imagine that the conteénthes book could be reproduced
almost in the same terms thirty-five years fater

In this article | will examine what the current gass of the pro-life movements are
— better known as anti-choice movements — andntipdications, of their attacks against

women’s right to choose in many so-called demociauntries.

2. Theterms of the conflict

The discourse of fundamentalist forces on the ptmte of life from the very moment

of conception has not lost importance in half awan Its moral dimension in particular

2 Forced or compulsory sterilization is usually iemlented through government policies that attempt to
force people undergoing surgical sterilization.

% Created in June 1978, ICASC gathered women froroggy Latin and North America; it denounced the
total absence of rights in many countries and #strictions on the right to choose in the majoaty
those who had opted for the liberalization of aloor{both for reasons related to the lack of mearsto

the reluctance of judges and doctors to applyahs.|

* The WGNRR, a network now mainly located in Afrideas taken over the regular organization of
international days of action on the issue of woméwalth, initially promoted by ICASC. It has aesit
fuelled by the activities of many groups. $e#://www.wgnrr.org

® This document is reproducedlie droit de choisirpp. 154-158.




is characterized by an obsession of the Catholieré€hand conservative foréegven
if the mother is in danger of death, there is raso@ to save her life, instead of the child
in her womb (Fourest 2001)

Pope Benedict XVI threatened to excommunicate Mexior Brazilian politicians
who favored the legalization of abortion. He waswnced that the distribution of
condoms «increases the problem of AIDS» and thattiaid and gay marriage are the
«most insidious and dangerous challenfeldis diatribes did not have much to envy of
those of John Paul 1l when, in the seventies, heatened to excommunicate those who
«would turn into instruments of death» (Heinen 198P And on the subject, Pope
Francis who insists on the «need to care for tibenf conception» is in strict accordance
with his predecessors. On the eve of the “MarchLite” organized in Rome in May
2013, he stressed the importance of «ensuring legdakction to the embryo, thus
protecting every human being from the first momefhis existenc® and denounced
abortion as «horrific» and as part as a «throwagudtyire» while addressing diplomats
in the Vatican in 2014.

But at the beginning of the twenty-first centurgt mnly are we witnessing a series
of verbal attacks against the right to abortion endtraception. We are also witnessing
more or less wild offensives against existing ledisn in various countries of Europe,
North and South America. Whether in the name afji@h or of “general interest”,
these assaults barely conceal the concerns of grdefermined to maintain a certain
moral and social order. What is clearly called igtgestion today are issues that were
already at the center of the struggles carriedbguteminists around the world in the

® Organizations like “Laissez-les vivre”, in Frandbe Society for the Protection of Unborn Children
(SPUC) in Britain, the current evangelical and esdly Pentecostal communities in the United States
the diverse formations internationally related tori€tian Democracy.

" This applies to the Priestly Fraternity of Piusfdnded by Archbishop Lefebvre, with its interoagl
ramifications, and to countless groups in the wavlth are fighting for the “right to life”. They die
this term in all languages and their incarnatid®®$ Tout Petits, Anti-abortion Commandos, etc.}lage
most virulent detractors of women's right to choose

8 These statements were made during trips to BimZD07, to Africa in 2009 and to Portugal in 2010,
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/05/13/pope-benedvi-gay-mar_n_575441.html.

° He also appealed to followers to sign the Eurofsdiative “One of us” which militates against the
funding of research implying the destruction of lmmembryos and which demands the suppression of
EU funding for NGOs in favour of abortiofttp://humanistfederation.eu/ckfinder/userfilesfilour-
work/SRHR/IB%208%20European%20Citizens'%20Initita¥20-%200ne%200f%20Us.pdf.

19 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/news/piopeeis-denounces-abortion-as-horrific-
9058040.html.




seventies, namely the right of women to decide lair tbodies and their lives, the
principles of equality between women and men —tielowords, the right of women to
a full citizenship.

If on the one hand many countries, particularlfEurope and North America, have
in the meantime adopted laws that legally or deéofgrant women the opportunity to
choose whether or not to have children, and ifpteetices of forced sterilization have
partly regressed in Latin America, the situatioavailing in Africa and Asia does not
differ very much from the framework of the 1970s.

As reported in a study by The Lancet, it is in does where abortion is illegal that
the rates of abortions and related deaths arei¢/edt; in addition the poorest women
are the ones who have recourse to the most dargermihods. Globally, the
percentage of unsafe abortions even increased #d¥h to 49% between 1995 and
2008 (Sedghet al. 2012, 4). 13% of all deaths of mothers are attable to them —
mostly in Africa, Asia and Latin America (WHO 20128). In all these countries, such
results are attributable to the penalization ofrabo and to the inadequacy or absence
of family planning. Where the law has been changdure access to contraception has
been made easier and sex education has been syseeinthe rate of deaths due to
abortion has fallen dramaticalfy This is the case in South Africa, where it deseer
by 90% in the three years following the liberaliaatof the law in 1998. Inversely
this rate remains very high in the Eastern and @egtarts of the African continent, as
well as in Central and Southern Asia or in the Booft Latin America. These are
generally countries where women's rights are lespeacted — whether it concerns their
participation in the world of politics, their presee in civil society or their rights in the
family. And most often, these phenomena are relatedligious elements (Heinen and
Razavi 2012).

' In comparison with other clandestine methods, oaitied abortion contributes to a decrease in
mortality rates (Sedgét al. 2012, 6). It can also contribute to giving womeoarenautonomy as it makes
them less dependent of the medical power (Amuchas2013). However, when access to abortion is
made more difficult, buying adulterated productdtmninternet increases the complications and .risks

12 please note, however, that if the South Africam i highly progressive, a number of obstacles éind
its implementation as the attitude of the politiaad medical staff is very negative. In 2013, ledl&ll
abortions were still performed in clandestine dtrees : only 40% of the legal services that were
supposed to exist were in operatidmtp://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2013-09-2Beation-in-
south-africa-a-conspiracy-of-silence/#.U0JprI2KBMw.




Even forced sterilization remains a common practicenany countries. It often
corresponds to the will to limit births with a poliof ‘one child’ as in China (especially
in the South of the count) or in Vietnant*. Such practices are often developed under
the guise of family planning and they are sometimpesented as a women’s choice
(Visvanathan 1999). The goal can also be to retheeate of births in areas of popular
revolt, as in the case of Peru during the Fujin@overnment, in the 1990s, or among
certain ethnic minorities (Indians of Peru, Tibetdn Chind’). The objective might
even be to limit population growth in rural areaad incidentally to lower the statistics
on maternal mortality rates) as in Uzbekistan widwetors are required to perform a
precise number of sterilizations; or to fight th@resad of AIDS, as in Mexico, Chile,
South Africa or Namibia. One even finds such pcagiin Europe in the late 20th and
early 21st centuries, both against the gypsy miyon Slovakia or Czech Republic,
against people suffering from psychiatric problenms Switzerland, or against
transgender individuals in Sweden, Belgium or FefhcSuch examples show that
women still tend to be treated as minors.

Thus the often expressed idea that women's cotitiibto economic growth — with
its social and family implications — would be aescapable phenomenon in all latitudes
and would necessarily induce more autonomy andts;gis rather far from being
obvious. This is evidenced by the recent offensagainst not only the legality of
abortion, but also the spread of contraception amyncountries, and by the echo given
to the arguments of the anti-choice coteries.

These endorse the bulk of the arguments which larfdlded to the quasi prohibition

of abortion in the aftermath of the fall of the Walausing astonishment and rebellion

'3 The practice of forced abortions, sometimes cdroiet until the eighth month of pregnancy, has been
documented by Chen Guangcheng, a Chinese lawyeraskembled a chilling dossier against local
authorities in his province. In 2006, he was impmisd for denouncing the torture inflicted on the
population by the authorities in the name of theé'ahild policy”. «China one child policy leads to
forced abortion, mothers’deaths», Los Angeles Tirmi&sJune 2012.

4 These are two countries where the intrusion ofdtate within the family goes hand in hand with
selective practices regarding the sex of the fdugven of the child already born), as in IndiaisT
explains the demographic imbalance between memanaen (Attané 2011).

13 http://www2.webster.edu/~woolflm/forcedsterilizatiatml

16 http://www.parlament.ch/f/suche/pages/geschaefiggesch_id=19990451This practice, which
gave rise to mobilizations in the three countrie$io more topical in Sweden — but only since 2Gi®]

it was abolished in Germany only in 2011.




among feminists around the world. Although explieaat the end of the communist
era, the Catholic Church's influence in the cultarad religious fields did not cease to
surprise observers. Particularly feminists could easily admit the passage in a few
years from the possibility of a free abortion ipwablic hospital to a near-total ban of
it'”, combined with an embargo on the sale of conttaepin pharmacies despite the
fact that they remained lawful.

This was without reckoning the support of the maldiclass — since 1991 the
Medical Association had adopted a code of ethicgtileoto abortion — and with the
deafening silence of the majority of political astdelonging both to left and liberal
parties. However, it is true that, unlike in neighibg countries, in Poland abortion had
remained taboo under state socialism: in spitehef igh number of abortions, the
majority occurred in private offices (and with pilokive costs), which ensured
anonymity to the women who aborted. Consequentlg, moralist assaults of the
Catholic hierarchy met little open resistalfc&o it was easy for the Church to impose
its own discourse on the protection of life, esplgiwhen catechism courses were
included in official school curricula and when thrgests acquired the status of ordinary
teachers.

During the investigation that we made in 1989, #hafter the start of the bifl, we
were struck by the weight of the trade — under dbenter — between parties, trade
unions and other organizations of civil societyd dy the decisive influence of the
medical class. Its members were in a strong posgiod they refused most often to
apply the law, including in the rare cases wherertadn was authorized (Heinen and
Matuchniak- Krasuska 199%9) All these factors led to a lasting defeat for w@men of

this country. Obviously, the impact of political neuvers of all kinds in the fight for

7 According to the 1993 Act, abortion is allowed it case of rape, foetal malformation or when the
mother's life is in danger, that is 5% of the poergly reported cases. The woman who contravenes the
law will only pay a fine, while the doctor risksawears of prison.

18 Surveys carried out in the four years precedimgaitioption of the law showed that two-thirds ofeol
were hostile to the prohibition of the abortion.iwer, with the exception of small groups of fersigj
few of them dared to proclaim it openly (Heinen afakuchniak-Krasuska 1992, 25-27).

19 This bill had been promoted by the Catholic Chustith under the Communist regime: it requested a
total abortion ban and several years of imprisonirfignvomen and doctors who broke the law.

0 The field research was realized in 1989. It ineli®8 qualitative interviews with workers in fadésr
and hospitals as well as 30 interviews with repregéves of circles directly concerned by the bill:
Church, Parliament, hospital environment, femigistups and trade-unions.



the right to abortion had indeed a more genergbes@o view of the situations observed
elsewhere during the seventies and eighties —rs@articular, Marques-Pereira (1989)
on Belgium. And it applies in many ways to severarent situations.

The context and power relations are certainly ciffé in the majority of countries
where women'’s reproductive rights are now challénigevarious ways. However, the
political dimension has similar traits everywhexet only do women’s mobilizations in
defense of their rights matter less politicallyrtha the 1970s, but the economic crisis
offers easy arguments to the detractors of gerglaaligy in order to present these rights
as secondary or to postpone the debate. To clanthle left political parties, in most
countries, are quivering and that they generallyse to speak up, is a euphemism. In
addition, anyone who looks for information on imer might be shocked by the
propensity of authoritarian regimes (China, Moroaod Turkey in particular) to get rid
of press articles that incriminate their policytlis area.

However, every blow is allowed in the eyes of the-lfe movements. When the
public does not seem too sensitive to the issukeofight to life, they project images of
the fetus in the first stage, presented as an aatous person, they brandish the specter
of the complications or risks of deaths relatedabortion (with rigged statistics), or
even the economic argument: why should such amagiaid back? To these frontal
attacks, other more insidious and far more dangeooes are added. Under the cover of
advice regarding abortion, some web sites put thehasis on mental and behavioral
risks that would supposedly be the result of anrtadrg they put up testimonies of
women who regret having had an abortion and theopsranswering toll-free hotlines
ask the women looking for information whether theywe pondered their decision and

if they do not hear a little voice that suggeststiio keep the baby.

3. Theright to abortion called into question throughout Europe

Even in Europe, where we might have thought tregdom and free access to abortion
constitute a vested right in most countries, tgatrto choose is called into question, as
pointed out by Danielle Bousquet, Chairperson o thigh Council for equality

between women and men. In a communiqué of June 20%Be French President



Francois Hollande, she stressed: «The list is vwagryand it has continued to lengthen
in recent months : Spain, Italy, Lithuania, Macedpiungary, while in Poland, Malta
and lIreland, abortion is still illegat® Particularly in Southern Europethings are
deteriorating®.

In Spain as already mentioned, the right wing which woe #iection of 2011,
immediately announced that it would review the l@f2010 that authorized abortion
until the fourteenth week (and up to twenty-two kgee case of risk for the health of
the mother or severe abnormality of the fetus). Araconservative government finally
fulfilled its promises in December 2013, under pinessure of the fundamentalfStand
even though a majority of Spaniards interviewedKkfhat a woman should be able to
decide freel§’. The Minister of Justice, Alberto Ruiz Gallardoashnever stopped
proclaiming that the reform of the abortion lawthe most progressive thing he can do
in his life. He couldn’t understand «why a childhceived shouldn’t be protected and
why abortion should be allowed under the preteat the child suffers from a disability
or a malformation». The Prime Minister, Mariano ®gj remained deaf to the
arguments concerning the dangers of illegal aboréind the fact that the number of
abortions did decrease after the coming into fafcde 2010 law. While some bishops
campaigned for a total ban on abortion, he stresisadhis objective was ‘only’ to
return to the law adopted in 1985 under the govemtrof Felipe Gonzaléz However
his firm intention remained to «preserve the rightlife», with the support of the
thousands of people who participated in the martfoedife” 2°. The ministers finally
adopted a draft bill for a law which will allow attimn only in cases of rape or when the

I This declaration was made just before the Irigh\as changed.

2 Most of the examples about challenges of the tiglabortion and contraception presented in thiepa
come from local or national media consulted onrtee(consulted for the last time on 10 April 2014).
number of references are given in footnotes, butthose concerning the many sites of the pro-life
movement, in order not to give them any propaganda.

% The organization of the Christian right (amongeotDpus Dei) and the hierarchy of the Catholic
Church, very active in this debate, reproachedfbmmot having sufficiently accelerated the process

4 1n 2013, the polling agency Metroscopia found #@tpercent of Spaniards favoured keeping the law
in its current form while 41 percent wanted a $#ricsystem such as announcefl (Pais, 21 April
2013). But after the proposal of the governmerd,dpinions against the bill were much more numerous
78% of people interviewed opposed its contéitp://blogs.elpais.com/metroscopia/2014/01/la-mefm-
de-la-ley-del-aborto.html.

% The 1985 law, while decriminalizing abortion, resed the access to cases of rape, foetal
malformation or serious physical or psychologicairh to the pregnant woman.

%6 http://www.clarin.com/mundo/Imponen-fuertes-limiaisorto-Espana_0_1051694947.html.




mother's health is at risknd that again compels women less than 18 yeageofo get
their parents’ consefft Obviously what is called into question here i® tmere
definition of abortion as a right for women. Butsgde the huge demonstrations that
gathered tens of thousands of women and pro-aboaiitivists on the streets, despite
the fact that three regional parliaments — CataloBktremadura and Andalusia — voted
against the reforms, as have the town counciloofestwo hundred municipalities)
February 2014 the Spanigtarliament, in a secret ballot, voted to continuavimgy
forward with the proposed legislatidn Enrique Sanchez, the head of Spain's Planned
Parenthood Federation declared that «it would Ipesé women in a dramatic situation
that would create much pain and suffering» and #we would find ourselves once
again in a situation like in the 1980s when Spamisimen had to go to England and
France to interrupt their pregnanciés»

In Italy, Law 194 of 1978 that authorizes abortion in tinst ninety days was not
changed despite the efforts of the Catholic righmgywand the Constitutional Court has
rejected an appeal by the Court of Spoleto whicd haked a question on the
constitutionality of the law in the name of protegtthe embryo. However in practice
this right is questioned as the public serviceamméer guarantees its role. In thirty years,
conscientious objection has gained ground contislyoéccording to ISTAT (National
Statistics Institute) about 80 % of physicians ao&v conscientious objectors — they
were 59% in 2005 and 70% in 2008 (Ministero deliug 2013, 40-42). Not to
mention all those who refuse to prescribe the nmgpraifter pill, nevertheless authorized
in 2010°, or those who give prenatal diagnosis so latewtmaihen who want abortions
are out of the time limit. The situation is partanly disastrous in the South of the

country, in the Lazio region, where the proportafnconscientious objectors exceeds

" The new bill, while giving the right toonscientious objection @l medical staff, would penalise those
who carry out abortions but would not criminaliseraen for having the procedure. The case of rape wil
be taken into consideration only if the woman hiesifa complaint beforehand, and the serious sk f
the woman'’s health will have to be testified by tehactors not belonging to the clinic where the &bar
will be performed.

%8 (The Guardian 12 February 2014.The bill is expected to pashasuling People's Party (PP) has an
absolute majority in parliament.

2 (Libération, 19 December 2013.

%0 1n 2012, more than half of Italian women responsiéma survey, were unaware of what it was:
http://www.letribunaldunet.fr/actualites/vers-la-ilen-livg-en-italie. html#0scMOIvHr2hjul 71.99




90%; not a single hospital in Naples provides abost despite the obligation stating
that all hospitals should offer such a possibillty.addition, the shortage of available
gynecologists who perform abortions (overloaded exithusted) increases due to the
absence of internal training in hospitals. The LAIG-ree association of gynecologists
in favor of abortion) has appealed to the CountiEarope, which has proved them
right. «<However this led to practically nothing. Maspecialists are afraid of ruining
their careers¥. In addition, medicinal abortion is rarely praet’. Women who can
afford the prohibitive costs ask for abortions rivate clinics (up to € 3,000.00) or they
go abroad. The others, and in particular migrants\gery young women, return to the
practices of the past: the number of illegal albogj with their cohort of disastrous
consequences, has increased from 20,000 to abod®®@nd the sale through the
mafia’s networks of adulterated medicines — thaiseableeding — has exploded. The
testimonies published in newspapers are unfortyneéey clear regarding the horror of
the situations that poor women experiéfic®pponents of abortion have therefore the
wind aft. On the initiative of the Northern Leagaed on behalf of the defense of the
family, the Piedmont Region considers paying a tmigntontribution of € 250.00 for
eighteen months to the women who give up havinglzortion for economic reasons.
The patrols of volunteers, who are waiting for gaients in front of the gynecology
services to talk to them about murder are commaepland faced with a minister of
Health, Beatrice Lorenzin, close to the pro-lifevament, the pro-choice activists are
unlikely to be heard.

In Macedonia the Parliament dominated by the ConservativeyPadbpted a new
law in June 2013 amending the one of 1977 whidibated the decision to the woman
and the doctor. Several administrative barriers somplicate the access of women to
abortion services from the tenth week of pregnaswugh as the obligations: to make a
written request, then to notify its consent in wgt to have an interview before the

31 «Quotidien du Médecin 31 May 2013.

%2 A medicinal abortion is a type of non-surgical abartio which pharmaceutical drugs are used to
remove the embryadAlthough the MIFEGYNE (RU-486) has ben authorizitce 2010 and despite the
fact that its use increased in 2011, only 7% ofalegbortions are carried out with this procedure
(Ministero della Salute 2013, 4).

% Remedies against ulcers, such as Cycotec, or FUwéhufactured clandestinely and unadulterated.
% See in particularLa Repubblica, 15 May 2013.



abortion; to have informed the partner; to haverigtam certificate of a gynecologist —
who will be punishable by imprisonment in case oh{tompliance with these various
clauses. The law was voted as a matter of urgemzy without consulting the
professional associations or women's organizations

In Turkey where the current law has allowed (on paper) tabe up to the tenth
week for forty years, but where the Prime Ministayyip Erdogan stated in 2012 that
abortion was tantamount to murder, the Governmasffinally decided not to adopt the
draft of the AKP, the ruling party, that wanted rexluce this period to six weeks —
which would have made an abortion virtually impbksi However, a new project is in
preparation and the propensity of the media to @mpabortion to a crime is
accompanied by the degradation of reception carditin hospitals withessed by many
women. Such as the refusals tied to too long aingglist, the contempt and malicious
sentiments manifested by the staff, the deploralaeditions during the operation
(including the absence of anesthesia, etc.). Thiay® even worsened over the most
recent period in state hospitals. The head of theki3h Society of Obstetrics and
Gynecology pointed out in March 2014: «The optiorclick on ‘Abortion’ has been
removed from our Web page». Hence the doctors odanger approve this procedure,
and the government will not cover the expéhse

The right to abortion is not only disputed in Sauth Europe, but also in some
Central European countrigsparticularly under the pressure of extremistgielis
currents. Without speaking dfiechtensteinvhere abortion is punishable by a prison
sentence of one year — with the approval of theulation expressed through a
referendum in 2011 — and where a parliamentarjatiie which aimed at making the
law more flexible was rejected in 2012, the antich currents go on the offensive in
neighboring countries.

In Switzerland where the rate of abortions is the lowest inwloeld and where the
decision to terminate an unwanted pregnancy beltmgbe woman during the first
twelve weeks (according to the system adopted D220y popular vote), the anti-

choice movement filed an initiative that was insgdilby its American counterparts and

3 https://www.womenonwaves.org/en/page/4799/abottaermacedonia
36 http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2014/a8kish-womens-right-to-choose-law-fails. html#




that sought to eliminate the reimbursement of aorby social security. Subjected
to popular vote in February 2014, it was clearljeceed by 70% the populatith
However the anti-choice already launched a newatiie in order to inscribe the
protection of life in the Swiss constitution. Thellbwers of “Say yes to life” also
militate against assisted fertilization. The infige of the Pro Life movement founded
in Switzerland in 1989 enabled them to negotiatén the Helsana Company, a major
Swiss health insurance fund, a collective agreenteitprovides a premium reduction
to women who, at the signing of the contact, reweureceiving a refund for an
abortion. The same type of procedure exist&armany where the social insurance
health BKK IHV Wiesbaden grants an award of thraadred Euros for the birth of a
child to the women who become members of the Pfe ovement — here again a
partner of this company (despite the fact that Gerfaw obliges insurance companies
to fund legal abortions and to comply with a dutyeutrality)*.

These same extremist forces are raising their garcBelgium where they organize
an annual “March for Life” that the media do nat fa advertise — while the initiatives
of feminists are too often left untdfl These marches echo the mobilizations of the
same type that mark the political life in the Udit8tates, like the “Anti-abortion
wakes” that come back every year. In Canada, tHeewé 2013 was more important
than the previous ones and was held in the pres&nbe Archbishop of Ottawa. Such
actions comfort proselyte groups in other countriesluding theUnited Kingdom
Those who beset public and private clinics prowgdatortions in England, where this
type of action was so far limited compared to th8A, or the Scottish Catholic
midwives who in 2013 obtained the right to refuseahortiort’; or the activists (both

Catholic and Protestant) who are trying to outlde first private clinic providing

% The topic of terminating the refund of abortionswaken by Marie Le Pen in France as part of the
campaign for the presidential elections of 2012.

¥ (Le Matiny, 9 February 2014.

%9 http://fr. myeurop.info/2012/02/16/300-euros-contiree-promesse-de-ne-pas-avorter-4607.

40 A feminist belonging to Women for Peace asks iraltly about the march of 2013 (although less
important than the previous ones): «Was it perlmrause the organizers of the “March for Life” had
paid an expensive colourful advertisement in thekeed issue of “La libre Belgique”, that only they

were entitled to an account of their manifestatiorthis newspaper while simultaneously the “Pro-
choice” held a demonstration of the same magnitudetp://www.femmespourlapaix.be/author/anne-

morelli/page/2/.
“1 (The Guardias 24 April 2013.




abortions in Northern Ireland (where the legal feavark relating to abortion is much
more restrictive than in the rest of the couritry)

In Eastern Europgalthough it has regressed in recent decadesateeof abortions
remains one of the highest in the world due towkak use of effective contraception
and the persistent deficiencies in terms of sexcaiilon. Many governments of the
former communist countries, worried about the fa#llthe birth rate and under the
pretext of increasing it, are sensitive to the nuostservative discourses on the topic of
the right to life. From this point of view, and daary to the expectations of feminists,
access to the European Union (EU) did not lead reahimprovement of reproductive
rights in these countries.

Poland where abortion has been de facto impossibleVienty years, as already
said, easily obtained the fact that the Europeamr@issioners would consider the
principle of cultural exception. The Polish Sejowkr house) rejected, with only a few
votes in August 2011, a bill proposed by religiausvements to prohibit abortions
completely — not without having previously rejectdalt with an overwhelming
majority, a project of the left wing that providede establishment of a time limit
system for abortion, as well as the financing aftcaception with public funds and the
introduction of sex education at school (NowickaD0 The same scenario was
repeated in the fall of 2012 with the rejectioraafextremely restrictive bill and with an
even clearer rejection of a text advocating therhabzation of the law. In September
2013, a popular initiative aimed at banning aborte&ven in the event of a severe
malformation of the fetus (one of the rare casésnvald by law in 1993) was rejected
(USPDA 2013) but this did not prevent the Crimihalv Codification Commission to
submit, soon afterwards, an amendment to the Calim@ode suggesting further
restrictions in what is already one of the mostsabortion laws in Eurofé And the
influence of conservative currents on public opmnis obviously quite strong. The
proportion of Poles hostile to abortion continuegtow — 6 % higher in 2013 than in
2010 (CBOS 2013), while pro-choice activists haadetl to gather enough signatures

42 hitp://lwww.ifpa.ie/Pregnancy-Counselling/Abortiorish-Law.
43 http://www.federa.org.pl/english/1278-federationfes-to-justice-minister-after-committee-s-
proposals-to-criminalize-women-for-having-ilegaleations.




to file their own citizen’s initiative. At the samgme, the number of abortions
performed illegally each year (from 100,000 to P00, compared with 500 legal
abortions) generates a thriving parallel markethwat figure of tens of millions of
undeclared dollars — and therefore not taxed —pforsicians who perform them in
private practice¥. The fact that the European Court of Human Rilats several times
convicted Poland for refusing abortions to womettinis of rapes, whose health was
threatened, or whose fetus was malformed, doeatradt impress the Catholic Church.
In 2013 a priest was moved away from his dutiegabse he had criticized the stand of
the Church on abortion and on in vitro fertilizafld

The situation is also worsening in a number of hleaying countries. liHungary— a
country where access to contraceptives is highijtéid — the nationalist Government of
Viktor Orban, with the active support of the popul@hristian democratic party
(KDPN), a member of the ruling coalition, wrotetire Constitution adopted in 2011 an
article that ensures to «protect the life of theuge (the embryo is considered as a
human beindf. Immediately afterwards, the Government launchadadvertising
campaign with posters that represented a fetusigayGive me up for adoption. Let
me live». Funded in part with capital from the Ekls crusade caused protests from the
Commissioner in charge of Fundamental Rights, Vieiedding. She requested that
the funds were repaid to Europe and the posters wéhdrawn. But because of the
strong signal given, twenty-eight hospitals havatest that they no longer want to
perform abortior¥. Since then, the pro-life campaign has startedagpin with
renewed vigor: the offending posters have reappeare the walls of the country,
within the framework of a program of support foe thdoption funded by the Ministry
of Human Resources aimed at combating demogramhiting®. The web site of the
campaign, which represents a source of informafmm prospective parents, puts
emphasis on the risks associated with abortiont{gpasmatic syndromes, bleeding,

“ http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/05/11081637.htm.

4 (Libération, 16 July 2013

6 AWall Street Journa) 22 February 2013.

“7 http://www.20minutes.fr/monde/862610-hongrie-tréfaimille-ennuis.

8 Over the past 25 years, the number of inhabithassdecreased by about 700,000 and Hungary has
passed under the symbolic bar of the 10 milliorabitants.




infection, uterine ablation...). In 2012, the UNr®@ention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) comased Hungary for having
introduced a waiting period when a woman asks foalaortion, and the obligation to
follow two sessions designed to dissuade her framng it. This obligation, by forcing
women through several procedures, increases tkeofibeing out of time, especially
for those who live outside urban centers, or hawetdd income or are victims of
violence by the spouse. On the other hand, in madib the increasing use by doctors
of conscientious objection, the use of the morraftgr pill (RU-486) is the subject of
fierce attacks by the KDN All these obstacles are driving more and moredauan
women (provided that they have the financial meaod)ave an abortion in Austria,
increasing even more the social inequalities wibgard to abortion rights (HCLU
2013).

In Bulgaria, where since 1956 abortion has been permitted simple request, the
number of abortions is very high, exceeding the amof births, and contraception is
seriously underdeveloped (ten times less than theodean average). Using the
demographic problems as an excuse, the powerfllo@oix Church that has regained
much influence over the last two decades (StanTamdescu, 2011) intends to make a
film about the life of human embryos in the wombtteé mother, as part of a long-term
program to fight against abortion. The Orthodoxdniehy draws its inspiration directly
from the practices of the Catholic hierarchy quabgdAgnieszka Graf talking about
Poland: «My students have been trained by movigs) as “Cry of Silencé®, showing
pictures of embryos at the time of abortion» (Heirend Portet 2010, 1015). The
Orthodox Church has also embarked on a crusadensagau-vitro fertilization in
Bulgaria where this practice is up to now legatluding for unmarried women. In
addition to expulsion from the religious communatfythe children so conceived, the
Orthodox Church claims that they are «more sudglepto disease and psychological

problems, in particular homosexuality».

“9 https://hungarianspectrum.wordpress.com/2012/0f1@3tbortion-pill-in-hungary/.
*0 Made in 1984 by Bernard Nathanson, this‘documghtarone of the most frequently projected in the
world.




In Lithuania, where the Sejm has put the issue of abortionh@aizied until the
twelfth week for more than a half century) sevéirales on the agenda since 2008, the
debate was officially reopened in May 2013. Inwake of a bill deposed by the Polish
minority and inspired by the Polish law in order goovide an almost total ban on
abortion, more than half of the deputies approved the bill should be considered by a
parliamentary committé& The influence of the Catholic Church on politazsl on the
media in this country undoubtedly weighs on theatieb- even though more than three-
quarters of Lithuanians speak out for maintenarfcéhe current law. But let us note
that, according to surveys, the situation was simih Poland, on the eve of the
adoption of the Act, in1993.

In Russia where abortion often served and still serves asubstitute for
contraception and remains one among the higheghaénworld?, Russian President
Valdimir Putin introduced a ban on abortion adwenty in November 2013 that
confirms the partial prohibition against privaténids enacted in 2008 The main
concern of the authorities is to delete the denmigicadecling* and not to ensure
women'’s well-being. No efforts have been made aené years to ensure sex education
and truthful information regarding abortion, despgome progress in the field of
contraceptiolr. Russia is withessing an offensive of the antiilaing, determined to
limit the autonomy of women: in October 2013, afictdl representative of the Russian
Orthodox Church blasted abortions and surrogacynastiny against God», and the
head of the Lower House committee for family folehhim saying that the community
should stop them as they threaten to wipe out tulation in Russia. Already in

1 See European Women's Lobby, 11 March 20h#p://www.womenlobby.org/get-involved/take-
action-today/article/on-international-women-s

°2 Although it had strongly diminished over twentyay® the number of abortions in Russia was still
higher than that of births in 2005 (105 out of 188§ remained over 50 per 100 in 2012 — a rate mor
than two times higher than that in Western Eurdpiisune de Genéve, 11 November 2012.

*3 http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/11/25/us-rusatmrtion-idUSBRE9AOOV020131125.

> From 149 million in 1991, the Russian populati@s lecreased to 143 million people in 2011. This
amounts to the suppression of a city of 750,00@bitants each year, from 1990 to 2000. Since taen,
break due to the wave of the relative baby-booth®fL980s has been recorded.

% In 2013, only 14% of women used the pill and 20% toil — 10% of couples still did not use any
contraception. The traditional means (calendartusointerruptus) are highly dominant, even in large
cities. However, a relative decline in the numbgalgortions has been observed in recent yeardyeas t
myths about the alleged misdeeds of the pill desm@and as the use of modern contraceptive methods
slightly increased,
http://fr.rbth.com/chroniques/2013/03/29/les_femnmasses championnes de_lavortement 22787 .html.




2003, the list of social reasons that authorizeaitadn after the first trimester had been
dramatically reduced from thirteen to four items(iBovet al. 2012). The Ministry of
Health approved a document submitted in 2011 b@eahodox foundation, “Medical
recommendations on pre-abortion consultations” thems at scaring women by
exaggerating the risks of post-abortion complicatiand at ‘personalizing’ the embryo
so that it appears as a fully developed personufttiasound and by listening to the fetal
heartbeaty.

With the support of orthodox circles, they primgffight against women's rights and
are not worried about the real problems posed byedpetition of abortions in very poor
conditions. Similar offensives go on Wkraine where a bill to ban abortion, except in
special cases, was filed in 26%2in Georgiawhere the Patriarch llia II, saying that
«abortion is a heinous murder», called on the gowent to introduce a prohibition on
abortion®, or in Romanid® where fifty-one deputies have filed a bill thaeke to
dissuade women from having an abortion due to ehrmmre cumbersome procedtfre

4. The offensive of the anti-choice movement in the USA and Latin

America

The picture is not better or even worse on the Acaarcontinent. In th&nited States
where the attacks of the pro-life groups have bmemtless for decades, 2011 was the
“annus horribilis. From that date on, actions have been launchedcanstant rhythm.
Some of them frontally attack the 1973 judgmenthef Supreme Court and try to make

abortion illegal, but the more recent tendencyoisuse all possible paths in order to

56 http://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2011/08/16/vasiliy-vlassmssian-womens-reproductive-rights-in-grave-

danger/.
" Denisovet al, 2012.

%8 SeecDemocracy and Freedom Waich0 May 2013http://dfwatch.net/georgians-discuss-introducing-
a-ban-on-abortions-96313.

*9 http://balkans.courriers.info/article19663.html.
 |n Serbia, on the other hand, a law adopted inebder 2013 requires that terminations of

pregnancies, along with the identification detaifsthe patient, be reported to the government healt
insurance fund, http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2013/1fAming-abortion-debate-serbia-
world-2013121792636454311.html.




interfere with women’s choices. One hundred andystiverse amendments were
proposed or adopted between 2011 and 2013 by thierpants of about thirty US
states out of fifty (Dreweke 2013; Gutmacher lns&t2011 and 2013). Their objectives
are as appropriate:

- To modify the Constitution through a new definitiohthe embryo as a human
being “from the very moment of fertilization”;

- To limit the possibility of abortion within twelveveeks (or six weeks, that is
from the moment of the audible fetal cardiac hesath

- To limit or to eliminate clauses that permit latbodion (by limiting the
deadline to 20 weeks — it is currently from 24 ® &eeks, depending on the
State);

- To tighten the working conditions of doctors whargaout abortions (and late
abortions above all), imposing on them the compylsstatus of “hospital
doctor”;

- To impose a 72-hour waiting period between the @aggrof a doctor and the
performing of the abortion;

- To demand that medical structures have standarghreg@ut, similar to those of
surgeries in top level hospitals;

- To establish standards of construction (like widthdoors and corridors) that
make the existing clinics completely obsolete;

- To demand that doctors impose an ultrasound scamoomen and comment in
detail the intrauterine image of the fetus;

- To make women listen to the heartbeat of the fang to inform them of the
“pain” that the fetus will feel;

- To encourage doctors to practice “conscientiousedcilgn” in the name of
protection of the mother’s health or life;

- To allow doctors not to inform their patients of spible congenital
malformations;

- To limit access to medical abortion;

- To oblige the parents of a minor to sign a writemthorization;

- To force women to have the authorization of thédthifather;



- To eliminate or to reduce the costs of financidlfar abortion in the program of

health insurance (Medicaid) for indigent women;

- To forbid to public universities to give doctorsesfic training in performing

abortions.

The other side of this offensive regards the fimagof structures that promote
alternative solutions to abortion — like adoptionr-that encourage the production and
sale of media instruments that contain “Choosé’lds a message. It goes along with
measures aimed at restricting contraception:

- cancellation of state subsidies to the structuféaroily planning;

- drastic limitation of the use of devices like IUDccased by the

ultraconservatives of preventing fertilization;

- authorizing pharmacists to invoke their religioureed to refuse to sell

contraceptives and even to return the prescrigodhe woman.

Moreover, what strikes one when reading the docisneferring to these countless
amendments — the majority of which have the approf/the Republican candidates to
the presidential elections, strongly opposed tortado— is that all these amendments
were submitted almost at the same time in five, teneven twenty different federal
states. In addition, they recall other documen¢gs@nted in another part of the world by
movements defending the same ideas — beyond tbafessional belongings. This
confers them an undeniable influence.

One consequence of this avalanche of measuresve @tlovhen simultaneous — is
the unavoidable closing of clinics that practicersibns. In the states in which anti-
abortion currents are dominant, their number hastarally diminished: only some
exist today in Mississippi, Texas, Missouri, Neliasr Ohio while there were dozens
in the past (Hasstedt 2014). Compared to this tetoiathe few states where positive
steps have been made in terms of contraceptiorheresthere was a resistance to the
assault of the anti-choice forces to limit womer@productive rights does not weight a
lot. Although the surveys show that the majorityAmmericans are in favor of legal
abortion, the number of those who consider aborigecondary problem has increased
significantly, while the number of those who defitremselves as “pro-choice” has

decreased. This has carried the Planned Parenfrextetation to stop defining itself as



“pro-choice”: in their view, the issue is too complto maintain such a laB&l For his
part, President Obama while defending his healthicypdhat, from 2010 on, has
provided free contraception, has finally yieldedhe pressures of the Catholic bishops
and of the pro-life movement and accepted to mautify of the clausés

In Canada where a number of judgments have strengthened 1888
decriminalization of abortion, there is no fedelalv: abortion is protected by the
Charter, but without any real regulation. Thus theactices are heterogeneous
depending on the provinces, and the opponentsaxiab regularly launch new bills to
try to go right back. In 2010 and 2012, two of themre rejected in Parliament but a
new one was submitted in 20%3 And the conservative government, although
reaffirming that abortion is legal, is neverthelessiding the issue. It easily grants
derogations to provinces that, like Prince Edwanldnd, refuse to enforce the Health
Canadian Act, reduces the subsidies regarding deptive rights — in addition, there is
no access to the abortion pill in that coufitryThe procedure that Dr. Morgentaler
started in 2003 against the New Brunswick provisgefusal to cover the expenses of
an abortion performed in his clinic was still onlcheen years later when he dfad
Moreover, the Canadian authorities allow the peod#ifion of “anti-choice” centers
spreading hostile messages on abortion, often guaoied by false information and
incentives to give birth anyway and then to givehgnewborn for adoption.

In Latin America where the weight of the Catholic Church has bemmsiderable
since the times of colonization, Pentecostal aheroinfluential evangelist groups, are
as hostile to abortion as the Catholic Church. Asoasequence, abortion remains
considered as a crime in many countries of theiment (it is totally forbidden in Chile

and in Central American countries). Some laws H#aen a little softened over the past

®1 http://www.theguardian.com/world/us-news-blog/2¢4B/14/planned-parenthood-abortion-stance-no-
labels.

%2 private institutions with religious affiliation@spitals, universities) would no longer be obliged
repay the expenses of contraception to their enaglgytherefore the responsibility is of the insoean

5 hitp://www.lapresse.ca/actualites/politique/poligcanadienne/201311/21/01-4713270-avortement-
un-depute-pro-vie-depose-une-nouvelle-motion.php.

® http://recherche.lapresse.ca/cyberpresse/rediggdtiirl/?document=wcm.lapresse.ca/article/4714482.
% Dr. Morgentaler was at the forefront of the stiegipr the right to chose for four decades. He died
August 2013, http://ici.radio-canada.ca/regions/atlantique/201828/008-avortement-poursuite-
morgentaler.shtml.




decade as in Colombia (CEPED 2007) and in UrugBaythe pressure of the Catholic
Church and of the anti-choice groups, with parcwttention to the acknowledgment
of the right to life of the “unborn child” is feleverywhere, often with extreme
virulencé®.

In 2012 the Constitutional Court Qfolombiaforced the State to satisfy the requests
of women related to the three single cases in whlbrtion is decriminalized (Decree
of the Court, 2006), and the Minister of Healthgeba directive in this sense. However
the pro-life senators quickly answered by forminggraup in order to collect the
necessary signatures to call a popular referendunt@a turn these three exceptions
upside down, and in March 2013, the Supreme Ceutked the decree of 2006

In Bolivia, in 2013, two female ministers of the governmeminpunced themselves
in favor of abortion legalization and President BMorales, although asserting that
abortion is a crime, admitted that the argumenexdes debate. As an answer, the
Bolivian Catholic Church started consultation witlublic opinion and organized
demonstrations followed by thousands of peoplesamported by several personalities
of the MAS, the governmental party. In February £0ihe Constitutional Court
rejected the principle of decriminalization of amm requested by feminist groups
while eliminating the prior judicial consent reqemment (a major demand of United
Nations that urged Bolivia to do §8)

In Pery the 2013 report of the United Nation Human Rig@wuncil (UNHRC)
called on the country to authorize therapeutic torby including the cases of rape
and incest in its legislati8h However, the Episcopal Conference exhorted the
government not to give in, arguing that this wowlpen the door to a process of

legalization of abortion and «destroy families».

% One of their goals — under the presidency of Geakg Bush in particular — is that United Statepsto
financial assistance to Latin American governmanis NGOs that are in favour of abortion.

7 http://www.argentinaindependent.com/currentaffais/sfromlatinamerica/colombia-supreme-court-
overturns-abortion-law/.

®8 http://www.trust.org/item/20140226180647-wmbuv/

% http://reproductiverights.org/en/document/un-pebbestion-human-rights-committee-highly-restrictive
The unique exception to the penalization recogniaethe current Peruvian legislation is the risktfe
health of the mother.




In El Salvador a country where there are no exception clausgésvéiere abortion is
always illegal, the Church made huge efforts toidvim 2013, the abortion of a young
woman affected by lupus, a disease that was endagdeoth her life and that of the
fetus. Strong international pressure finally braudpe authorities to authorize what was
euphemistically called a “premature caesarian”

In more general terms, we can say that all oveinLaterica abortion is a target for
strong political struggles. IArgenting where the penal code contemplates only two
exceptions to the prohibition of abortion (rape dmdlth risks for the mothéf) the
Supreme Court, in a 2012 sentence, exhorted trerdegdrovinces to adopt protocols
specifying the scope of their implementation. Né&weless, the enforcement of the law
met strong resistance — supported by the factRhedident Kirchner is totally opposed
to abortion — judges and political personalitiesdte¢o intervene in order to limit the
impact of the decisidA. Elsewhere, the pressure of the Churches (Cathinlic
particular) on political leaders shows up in mangys: we see the most powerful
presidents, like Hugo Chavez before his death imeZaela and Rafael Correa in
Ecuador, invoking religious faiths in order to deaay attempt to liberalize abortion. In
2013, Correa threatened to resign from the presiddnthe members of his party in
favor of the decriminalization didn’t withdraw thegoposal they had introduced — and
they did sé°.

There are also cases of presidents who declareatieeiyn favor of decriminalization
or legalization of abortion but in the end yield tee assaults of the Church and
renounce changing the law: this was the case ohdllie Bachelet irChile during her
first mandate, and of Dilma RousseffBnazil. In this country, in which an agreement
with the Vatican, similar to the one in Polandtesathe obligatory nature of teaching

religion at school, the pressures of the Cathaimmunity, with the explicit support of

70 http://www.nytimes.com/2013/06/05/world/americasfman-who-sought-abortion-in-el-salvador-

delivers-baby.html? r=0.

"t is estimated that around 500,000 women resoftinderground” abortions each year, which, officia
figures show, account for 30 percent of the totakvpntable maternal deaths in Argentina,
http://upsidedownworld.org/main/international-anes-60/4483-abortion-rights-in-latin-america-a-tale
of-varying-woes.

2 1n December 2013, a lower court barred a teenpggmant after being raped by her mother’s partner
from getting an abortion, but another court overdar the decision.

"3 http://www.vanderbilt.edu/lapop/insights/I TB01 1 etip




the Episcopal Conference, did not prevent the Beasifrom approving a bill adopted
by the Congress that extends access to abortioase of rape. This text supported by
the Federal Council of Medicifitand by many Brazilian groups of women in favor of
decriminalization — including Catholic ones — regmets a first step, even though
timorous, to soften a very rigid I&% In most cases, the governments lay low in frént o
the contrasting positions in their respective caaat Under the presidency of Sebastian
Pifiera, it was the case @hile, where the debate caught fire again in 2013 #ftercase

of pregnancy of an eleven-year-old girl — as altesfurape®. Despite the pressures of
the officials of the Church and of the powerfuliaatiortion groups, President Michelle
Bachelet, elected for a second mandate at the érbab year, again promised to
legalize abortion in cases of rape or when the wosnlaealth is in danger or if the fetus
isn’t able to survive outside the womb — thus logéning one of the world’s harshest
abortion law$’. In all these countries in which the numbers ahdestine abortions and
of pregnancies of teenagers are among the highestei world, we cannot remain
untouched by the violence of the debate when itedathe perspective of
decriminalization. Not to mention the backward stegs in Nicaragua where the clauses
of exception were abolished in 2006 under the piressf Catholic bishops.

In Mexicq the decriminalization of abortion by the statévixico City in 2008, had
contrary effects: just afterwards, 18 out of 21 Mar states passed initiatives banning
abortion entirel{?, and this due to the alliance between the Natigkalon Party
(PAN) and the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRistorically close to the lay wing
of the political spectrum and sometimes in favorwafmen’s right&’. In 2011, the
Supreme Court, with the open support of the goveninrefused to declare this type of

clause unconstitutional. This strengthened theirahgalization process of abortion and

™ In March 2013, the Federal Council of Medicine Brfazil and 27 regional councils representing
400,000 doctors in the country adopted a resoluidvocating the decriminalization of abortion up to
three months of pregnandyttp://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-2189897

> http://www.ipsnews.net/2013/08/new-brazilian-lanagantees-protocol-for-rape-victims/.

® Two-thirds of the population is in favour of akiort decriminalization in exceptional cases (althoug
less than a quarter considers it a woman'’s right).

" http://thinkprogress.org/health/2013/12/17/30746hilés-president-abortion/.

"8 http://wordsofchoice.blogspot.ch/2013/09/film-aridegreport-abortion-crisis-in. html

" The PAN (Partido Accién Nacional) was established939 by Catholic intellectuals and activists to
oppose the domination of the PRI (Partido Revohai®m Institucional), which ruled the country for
seventy-one years.




the provocations of extremist groups: the numberashplaints lodged by doctors and
by medical staff to denounce the women who ask diorabortion has increased
tenfold®. In this very Catholic country where the cult betblack Madonna, like in

Poland, plays an important role in religion, a woifsabody is an object of intense
political fight (Amuchasteguet al. 2012).

So, it is clear that in all these cases religiomsds occupy a central place. They
launched attacks from everywhere to bring into tjaesthe possibility for women to
interrupt pregnancy and, talking in more generahs to deny the right for women to
decide. This reality cannot be easily dismissedthee can one underestimate the
solidity of the ties interwoven among fundamentatisrrents of various countries over
the last decades — whatever specific discourse ulséy. The crusaders of Christian
religions — Catholic, orthodox or protestant — sfthen the attacks against abortion
even where the dominant creed admits the pradtias. striking in the case of the
Orthodox Church that, traditionally, was ratheretaht on the question of abortion.
Also, at the beginning of 2013, the two Chief Rabdiilsrael called the rabbis of their
country to help an organization that supports tleaithat abortion means homidide
At the same time, a conservative deputy and formenrster of Japan has asked
abortion to be prohibited in order to sustain fiégyfi>. The common point of all these
attacks is to treat the female body as an objedtamsequently to assert women’s

subjection in the social and the political sphere.

8 From 62 complaints between 1992 and 2007, the ewntose to 679 between 2009 and 2011; more

than 150 criminal charges were filed and 41 people jailed,

http://www.romandie.com/news/archives/ Mexiqueamorent 151 poursuites penales_entre_2007_et
201286090420131957.asp.

81 Examples of that are the alliances among evarajgliotestants, orthodox and Catholics in Mexico in

2007 and in Chile in 2011; the common declaratibthe orthodox Synod and the US Catholic bishops

in 2012 ; or the international “prolife” confereniceBiarritz (France) in 2012:

http://www.lejpb.com/paperezkoa/20121023/3687 1Zéfstanti-IVG-debarquent-force-a-Biarritz.

82 http://jewschool.com/2013/01/15/30044/the-abortigars-come-to-israel/.

8 http://www.alrasub.com/politician-proposes-bannaiprtion-improve-japans-birthrate/.




5. Aninternational issue

The awareness of what is internationally at stakelli the more important since the
crisis we are facing undermines national econoniesv evidence of this is given by
the fact that there are material obstacles agalmsttion even in the countries where the
law is not contested by the main political forcésese obstacles have the effect of
weakening the concept of “freedom of choice” — maisall for less wealthy women
who cannot afford to go abroad when they do noteed in obtaining an abortion in
time in their country. This is true in particulan France despite the fact that the
government of Frangois Hollande has introduced iprons to improve the possibilities
for women to exercise their right to choose througk reimbursement of 100% of the
abortion expenses as of 2013; the creation of &aafweb site to inform women of
their rights on abortion in order to counter th8uence of anti-choice web sites; the
mandate given to the “Haut conseil a I'égalité emds femmes et les homg$iCEfh)

to make a survey on the access to abditiand last but not least, the suppression of
the notion of distress included in the Veil lawl®75, what makes abortion a woman'’s
right to choose, without any restrictfBBhHowever, we have recently faced the closings
of a lot of maternity and abortion centers — betw&80 and 170 of these facilities have
disappeared in the last ten years, in spite ohtlmaerous protests of feminists groups
and of the French Movement for Family Planning (M2 Moreover, funds for
supplying information on sexual education and omtraweptives have drastically
diminished and a number of contraceptives are eohbursed. The long-lasting
consequences of the cuts that affect the healtlydiudnd undermine thde facto

possibility of having an abortion in the time emged by the law must not be

8 The first issue, published in September 2013, lijpts the effectiveness of anti-abortion web sites
compared to institutional web sites (HCEfh 2013a).

8 http://feminist.org/blog/index.php/2014/01/24/fréAcational-assembly-passes-abortion-amendment-
increasing-access/.

8 http://www.planning-familial.org/actualites/liladtets-ici-ou-ailleurs-sale-temps-pour-les-matesiite
les-hopitaux-de-proximite-la-




underestimated, especially when all this comestbhagevith an increasing deficiency of
gynecologists and medical staff adequately tratogutactice an aborti&h

The situation mentioned above represents a schearadsby many other countries
in these times of depression and of financial rgoes This brings us back to the
necessity, already evidenced in the 1970 mobibnati of «not underestimating the
importance of the battle on the legal front witlyaed to the fight for the creation of
structures in which women can have a safe abortibleinen 1979, 148). At that time,
the example of English Canada appeared interedticpuse, even without any
modification to the law, the possibility of havimgn abortion in a medical structure —
passing through an ad hoc committee — seemedvediateasy. However, the 1970
economic crisis, as an immediate consequence alegafly then) to «the closing of a
number of gynecological units, considered of seaondmportance as regard to other
medical services, not to mention the removal oftladl facilities around the abortion
issue» [bidem). In view of that, the Canadian feminists convohdhemselves that
resuming the battle for the right to legal abortwithout restrictions would be the
necessary (although insufficient) condition for tbe&ease of the indispensable credits to
activate abortion clinics. Isn't it the same todaya number of so-called democratic
countries where the law implies all kinds of rettans?

As such, and considering the examples above, tingests formulated at the time
remain topical: the adoption of laws that not odkgcriminalize abortion, but also
recognize the right of women to choose, that doimdtide the clause of conscientious
objection that many doctors and deputies misusendl country is abortion considered
as a right” (lvi, 150) did we say then, underlyitigat in almost all western countries,
left and right wing parties had constantly evaded issue. This too remains quite
topical today, as outlined by Giovanna Marsicojtahan lawyer: «Can we be satisfied
with a law that exists but that doesn’t give thghtinor the means to act®»To be sure,
the repeated attacks against abortion right comse df all from right wing or extreme

right political forces. But how can one explain getbacks observed in some countries

87 On all these questions, the second issue of thEfki@port, published in November 2013, is more
than severe on the difficulty of accessibility tméion in France (HCEfh 2013b).

http://www.huffingtonpost.fr/giovanna-marsico/aartent-italie-le-reveil-de-la-
raison_b_1623522.html.




and the lack of reforms in others if not with trencessions and temporizing of the left
wing forces?

In this dark picture, some positive signs do eXidter a fierce debate, UN Member
states reaffirmed in April 2014 that gender equadhd women's rights must be
prioritized in future discussions, specifically eexual and reproductive health and
rights. Nevertheless the progress observed abratievels is often quite timorous if
not controversial. Ihreland, where the influence of the Catholic Church is lenamow
than twenty years ago, a cautious opening tookeplag@ublic opinion and the medical
profession as regards abortion rights. After theogean Court of Human Rights
accepted the complaint lodged by an Irish womaectdd by cancer and who did not
succeed in finding a doctor disposed to carry outlkortion in her country, the Irish
government, put under pressure, considered reviewire of the most severe laws in
Europe. The case of a woman to whom doctors hagedfa medical abortion as long
as the fetus had a heartbeat and who, after a maga, died in 2012 as a result of a
septicemia hastened the move. Even if some bishays threatened to excommunicate
the deputies who supported the bill authorizingrabo, the Irish legislation was at last
modified in July 2013. Nevertheless, the only ditrataken into consideration is the
risk of serious physical or mental danger for thahr — with the need, in the last case,
to obtain the unanimous agreement of three docMdiivations like rape, incest, a
serious disease or the non-viability of the fetase not taken into consideratfdn
Therefore, Irish women will continue to go to Englao have an abortion.

In Luxemburg where the protecting shadow of the church remstiresng and where
the Archbishop did not hesitate to raise his vgieg#t before the beginning of the
parliamentary debate in 2012, the 1978 law (onth@fmost backward in Europe) was
at last reformed. However, under the pressureefthristian popular party and in spite
of the protests of the associations of parentatrpisy, abortion was still liable to the
penal code and the principle of a double consoltatbefore the abortion was

maintained®. But in April 2014, the Council of the governmeattopted a bill saying

8 http [lwww.ifpa.ie/Hot-Topics/Abortion/Abortion-ifreland-Timeline.
http://www.wort.lu/en/view/restrictions-on-abonion-luxembourg-to-be-relaxed-
50af1938e4b0246412999677.




that abortion will be decriminalized and should &e demand. In Uruguay too,
abortion has been decriminalized, although withtrictssze conditions. The law
approved in 2012 is much less liberal than theamapted by the deputies in 2008 that
made abortion free on demand. But the Presidetitaattime refused to promulgate it
for “ethical reasons”. The 2012 law imposes thresglical examinations, two of them
with specialized doctors, and a wait of five daydobe confirming the request. The
power granted to the doctors has left deep disobramong the female activists who
have been fighting for 25 years for the right tma$e. However, the failure in June
2013 of the referendum promoted by the Catholibtrigthose objective was the repeal
of the law, has strengthened the determinatiorhefféminist groups to use all means
they can for the empowerment of worffen

As a matter of fact, in all countries feminist gosuare very far from giving up. This
fact is demonstrated by a series of recent invegatithat have taken place in Europe, but
also in North America and Latin America where tiiedalization of abortion is due to
previous mobilizations. In some cases they have Ise¢ up against the “Marches for
Life” of the anti-choice currents, as happened elgiim and Italy. In other cases
committees have been formed in order to revivadtee of free abortion and promoted
street events, as happened in Uruguay and in Slaitee where they won a clear
victory by defeating the pro-life groups that hadriched referendums contesting the
existing law. In some countries, the lobbying opuiges was organized just before the
ballot as in Quebec, while elsewhere obstructioations by female deputies was
drawing attention as in the US, or the invasiorthef Chamber aimed at blocking the
debates, as in Spain.

Others get involved in the debates of internatidsadies on the issue of women’s
reproductive rights, like many Family Planning asations. Some feminist groups
organize pickets in front of abortion clinics facetth the prospect of closure, as in
France. Others have developed a system of movéhlescthat perform abortions in

international waters, like the Dutch organizatioomén on the Waves. Those who face

1 http://www.lequotidien.lu/politigue-et-societe/54RAtml.
92 http://iwhc.org/2014/02/victory-uruguay-addressipps-right-abortion-access-services/.




the worst contexts have established hotlines thamten can call in order to get
information on access to medical abortion.

Everybody knows now how to use the web and theaboetworks in order to carry
on the battle. Many groups have reconsidered #restontinental leap of solidarity that
had animated the international mobilizations of geventies, convinced that the
knowledge of what has happened elsewhere, of thmesf@f oppression of women in
other countries are a critical competence to fitjet detractors of the right to choose.
Their actions give energy to the women who aré fstiling retrograde laws and move
them to take initiatives in order to change theatibn, as happens in Morocco, Peru
and in Central American countries.

Sexual education and knowledge on contraceptiopantecularly important in those
countries where, on the pretext of parental plagynmisinformed women are subjected
to sterilization programs or where the actions m@flife activists in front of the clinics,
generate fear and sense of guilt in women who bhwsen to terminate a pregnancy.

This said, the battle is not yet won. A study cormgathe arguments put forward by
pro-choice movements in the seventies in Europédratite United states (depending on
the discourse of their opponents in particularpveh that where North American
feminists put primary emphasis on women’s right clwoose, European feminists
insisted more on the dimension of health — abonvas then presented as a lesser evil
(Perini 2010). But all of them clashed head on wgthrents of thought buttressing
values presented as eternal. Yet one knows howlslommaginations change and to
what point the champions of democracy are reludiardonsider abortion as a value
deserving a steady defense. The principle of womeaelf-determination that alone
allows them to freely decide whether they want dveha child or not is indeed one of
the most difficult to be admitted. And even whdre tmost progressive laws have been
adopted, they may appear quite fragile and quickillenged when they are not based

on such an assumption.
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