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Introduction

In this fourth round table, four researchers ansyuastions to assess the state of the art
and future perspectives in gender studies relatdtiree countries: Denmark, Norway
and Sweden.

The researchers have chosen to debate differegpguives that will raise readers’
interest, no matter their status be it teacheeamler.

The distinctive feature of this round table is theerest the state has in gender
studies and its support, as seen through the agpesan the three countries regarding
institutionalisation. For those who live in cousfsithat do not yet support gender

studies, or in countries that have only recentlgupea similar process, the answers
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given by the Danish, Norwegian and Swedish colleagorovide interesting insight.

This may seem as a jump into a parallel universeniaerse in which areas such as
childcare, education and politics have already bedéinenced for some time by a

palpable presence of ideas put forward through gestadidies.

In gender research, it is crucial to have accessuariety of role models; to be able
to identify new and innovative research fields;ctmallenge societal norms and the
distribution of power. The Nordic colleagues spegienly about their awareness of
representing various role models for gender eqguadiitrough bottom-up approaches
such as in Denmark, or a top-down support of tl&tutionalization of gender equality
such as in Norway and in Sweden.

When one reads that the equality debate in Denrfigrknore or less dead”; that
Norway is implementing a strategy of gender maa@stiing that follows from
academically established gender research; andintt@&wveden “the current government
and five of the major political parties call therves feminist”, we are confronted with
experiences that are far from the state of thingeany other countries.

The numerous references to previous round tablgsimevidening thought beyond
the Scandinavian countries for anyone interesteavigdening their horizons on the

topic.

1. What is the state of gender studies in your Coury/Region -
strengths and weaknesses?

Pauline Stoltz (Denmark) - Denmark has produced internationalogmized gender
researchers such as Birte Siim and Dorte Staunees,Llykke and Drude Dahlerup (the
latter two presently based in Sweden), and Dangstugr research has a clear voice in
Nordic gender research. This despite the observdtiat, in comparison to those of its
Nordic neighbors Sweden and Norway, Danish genelies are less institutionalized.
Danish gender research enjoys a strong traditidnaaimgh standard of working within
and across universities, in disciplinary and insaiglinary research groups and
networks. As in other countries, this research agnhg based within the social sciences

and the humanities.



There are few universities in Denmark, notably theiversity of Copenhagen,
Roskilde University, the University of Southern Deark (main campus in Odense),
Aarhus University and Aalborg University. As a resaf the activism of gender
scholars in the 1970s, since the 1980s Denmarkbbas in charge of the national
Coordination for Gender Researclibased at the University of Copenhagen. The
Coordination for Gender Research hosts the editoffece of the scientific journal
Women, Gender & Researhitp://koensforskning.soc.ku.dk/english/). Othetworks
are affiliated with The association for gender research in Denmark
http://koensforskning.dk/ (in Danish only). Mentiocan also be made of the
Copenhagen basdfVINFO - the Danish Centre for Gender, Equality aDoversity,
which has existed since 1987. KVINFO is a self-goirgy institution under the Danish
Ministry of Culture; it has its own management liband hosts an online expert
database and a library (http://kvinfo.org/frontpage

Apart from these national initiatives, two centfes gender research located in
Denmark can be pointed out as particularly advanthd oldest i$~REIA, Centre for
Gender Research, which was founded in 1990 astardisciplinary research centre at
Aalborg University. This centre is based on 15 geafr work in the field of gender
studies at Aalborg University (for more detailse $er example FREIA's Text series
No. 2 / 1992 Feminist Research and http://www.fogja.aau.dk ). Related to FREIA
since 2011 is EDGE, which is an interdisciplinaegaarch and information centre at
Aalborg University, whose purpose is to support simthulate research within the areas
of equality, diversity and gender. EDGE is in manwgys ‘the shop’ of FREIA
(http://www.en.cgs.aau.dk/research/research-gredpgs). A second research centre is
CKMM, the Centre for Gender, Power and Diversity at kitds University
(http://www.ruc.dk/en/research/search-researchecsftkmm/), which is organized as a
highly active university-based network and has masilaborative research activities.

As a consequence of the general lack of institaliaation of gender studies,
Denmark haso full gender studies program the social sciences or in the humanities
or, for that matter, within any other faculty atyaacademic level, neither in Danish nor
in English. Howeverglectivecourses on gender issues can be found at mossiDani

universities. These are offered in both Danish Bndlish. Since 2014 there has been



one master’'s program with a specialization counsegender.This is Global Gender
Studies, which is a two-year specialization of itester’s program in Development and
International Relations at Aalborg University. I itaught and coordinated by
researchers from the FREIA gender research centre
(http://www.en.aau.dk/education/master/developnietetrnational-

relations/specialisations/global-gender-studies).

The good news is that there is a growing interesbray Danish and international
students in working with gender issues in their Mprojects, especially at the
universities of Aalborg and Roskilde. The bad nesvshat Danish students with an
interest in gender issues tend to move abroad tifear BA exams for their MA and
PhD in gender studies. Such programs are founding&tance, at Lund University in
Sweden, which offers a Master of Science prograr8anial Studies of Gender, or at
Link6ping University in the same country, which,dddition to a BA and an MA, also
offers a PhD program in Interdisciplinary Gendeardis.

Christine M. Jacobsen (Norway) - In Norway as elsewhere in Europe the
establishment of women's studies in the acadendathe Social Sciences and the
Humanities occurred in conjunction with the womeliteration movement of the
1970’s (Griffin 2005b, Weerness 2013). During the7@8 and 80’s, centres for
women's research were established at the 4 Uniesrsif Bergen (UiB), Oslo (UiO),
Trondheim (NTNU) and Tromsg (UiT). In the 1990sréhwas a shift towards using the
wording 'gender’ rather than ‘women’, and the rekezentres changed their names into
‘gender research’, or, alternatively, ‘women’s agdnder research’. This change
occurred parallel to women's and gender studiesgbgicreasingly institutionalized
within the universities as a field for research dedching in its own right, and its
meaning and consequences are still debated. Inylasgs, other research and teaching
institutions also developed infrastructures for dggnresearch, including the Network
for Gender Research at the University of Stavamget009 and networks at several
university colleges.

At the universities, the centres for women's anddge research developed as

multidisciplinary sites of knowledge production,skd mainly in the Social Sciences



and the Humanities. Gender research also develapedn integrated part of these
disciplines within the traditional departments. Akgtudies also gave an important
contribution through the so-called KvinnerettenOslo (Waerness 2013). The natural
sciences have so far been less present in womea'gender studies, but interesting
attempts at including biology have been made amaibers in feminist
reconceptualisations of the body and problematisatif the nature — nurture divide.
Variation is great in terms of theoretical apprazihnd empirical focus in Norwegian
gender research. A notable shift has been made fivousing on women and gender —
which were in themselves heterogeneous and vaetds fof study - towards including
men and masculinities and the intersection of gendéh other social categories,
notably sexuality, class and ethnicity.

Gender studies are now taught at all levels at lgran Universities and University
Colleges, but most institutions provide degreey @ilsome levels. The centres have
tended to follow a double approach, attempting dotladvance gender perspectives
within the disciplines and establishing separatactiires for interdisciplinary gender
studies at the universities and at the nationalldwitially, women's and gender studies
courses were offered only within the frame of tieciglines, but gradually the centres
for women's and gender studies have developeddh@irteaching programs. Questions
as to the legitimacy of teaching interdisciplinggnder studies still arise occasionally,
and the structure of the universities as well asctliteria for evaluation are challenging
for interdisciplinary programs in general. The tegacy of gender studies was
strengthened when The Norwegian Association of eligkducation Institutions (UHR)
established a National Council for Gender Reseiar@002. In 1997 the centres at UiO,
UiB, NTNU and UiT started to cooperate on orgargsih.D. courses, a cooperation
that is being further developed in the current dledl Research School for Gender
Research. In 2002 Norwegian gender researchergsiablished their own Association
for Women's and Gender Research (FOKK, which régcecianged its name to
Association for Gender Research). The Associatimis & biannual conference. There is
also an institutionalized collaboration at the Norgvel. Since 1995 Oslo has hosted
the NIKK (Nordic Institute for Women’s Studies aG@&nder Research, later the Nordic

Gender Institute). The National Research SchoolJender Research is affiliate with



SwedishinterGender,and theNordic Journal of Feminist and Gender Research @)or
provides an important platform for circulating gendesearch in the Nordic countries
and beyond.

In her comparison of the institutionalization of men's studies in 11 European
countries, Griffin (2005 a: 4) concludes that tlegmke of institutionalization is related
to the equal opportunities policies in that countryNorway, state feminism has been
an important dimension of the national politicahtaxt for the development of gender
studies. The concept of state feminism was intreduxy Hernes (1987) to refer to how
the Scandinavian welfare states have furtheredniemi"from above" through women-
friendly welfare and gender equality policies imgmction with "feminization from
below" and feminization of the welfare state prefess (Holst 2005). State feminism
has created a structure of possibilities for wosand gender studies to develop and be
institutionalized in the academia, while gendeeagsh has importantly influenced state
politics in areas such as childcare, educationpatitics.

In conjunction with state efforts to develop knoslde-based gender equality
policies, The Research Council of Norway (RCN), eihchannels funding from state
departments, was crucial to establishing gendea assearch field, notably through
funding a program in gender research. In 1998 tiama information centre for gender
research (KILDEN) was established with funding fréime RCN. KILDEN owns the
Journal of Gender Research, which also receivedirignirom the RCN. The Program
for Gender Research was discontinued in 2012 ants iwake the RCN launched a
program called "Gender Balance in Senior Positaoms Research ManageméntThis
new program is an "applied” program that has agxicit goal to promote gender
balance at the senior level in Norwegian resedrdbugh new knowledge, learning and
innovation.

The close imbrication of Norwegian gender reseavith state feminism and policy
making has spurred criticism and controversy witihia field. Empirical debates about
whether and to what extent the welfare stateomen friendly attest to these internal
tensions, as do the controversies spurred by flveente of post-structuralism and its
critical appreciation of state power as disciplqiand normalising (see Jegerstedt

2010). One criticism that has been reinforced wfih discontinuation of the gender



research program in the RCN and the launch of BABENs that "likestilling® has
come to occupy a dominant and naturalized posi#@Danielsen et al. (2013) have
shown, the image of Norway as a pioneer of "likiésgy* has become crucial to the
country's self-representation both domestically iatelnationally. When coupled to the
"methodological nationalism” that still charactessmuch of the humanities and social
sciences, the focus on — and institutional supfoontesearch on — gender equality risks

marginalizing other central questions in gendedist

Lena Gemz6e and Margaretha FahlgrenSweden) - In Sweden gender research is
conducted at all universities and university categThe state of gender studies in
Sweden is probably unique in at least two aspehts:high level of organization of
gender research, and the establishment and grdwgbnaler studies as a discipline in
its own right.

The history of gender studies in Sweden goes badke end of the 1970’s, when
gender research associations, (Fora for womennads®a and women’s studies) , were
formed at the largest universities. The Fora reambistate support and in 1980 Centres
for women’s studies, which later changed their nam Centres for Gender Research,
were established. The Centres were important imuéiting cross-disciplinary research
in the field, and often assumed the broader tasksetve the whole university, offering
courses to students from almost all disciplinessides the cross- disciplinary centres,
strong disciplinary gender research developed istnumiversities within traditional
departments, as integral part of the relevantdield

By the end of the 1990s, the discipli@enusvetenskafe.g. “Gender science”) was
established, and today undergraduate, master adgRigrams inGenusvetenskagre
offered at almost all universities and collegethim country. This means that the field of
gender studies can develop without being deperalenésearch policies and resources
within other disciplines.

The interest in, and support for, gender studrethe part of the state, has continued
partly because it is seen as valuable in fosteggrper equality in higher education as

well as in society in general. In 1998, National Council for Gender Reseatch

% Meaning “equality”.



(Nationella Sekretariatet for Genusforskningvas established at the University of
Gothenburg, also hosting an important national iseciiKvinnsam). The task of the
Council is to promote and inform about Swedish genésearch, and recently it has
also been assigned the task to support state #ighoworking for gender equality.
Finally, it has taken over the tasks of its Norveegequivalent, NIKK.

Besides the Council, gender scholars today havasanciation of their own, the
National Association of Gender Researchers, witHividual membership. This
association is important for strengthening coopenabetween gender researchers and
undertaking joint actions when needed.

The existence of gender studies both as a diseipim its own and as a
multidisciplinary field is often referred to as th®vo legs” of gender research. Since
the end of the 90’s, different universities haueetadifferent paths in organizing gender
research with respect to the “two legs”. At somevensities, the Centres hosting
multidisciplinary research have continued to be angnt and developed into strong
research environments (see below), whereas, fdanos, Gothenburg University
dissolved the Centre at an early stage, and akobm University the dissolution of
the Centre was required to permit the launchin@lmd programs irGenusvetenskap
Lund University, which has the oldest gender reseanvironment in Sweden, has also
transformed the centre into a department Génusvetenskapwhich however
collaborates with other departments in the areaasdter programs.

In recent years, the universities of Gothenburg 8tackholm have created new
organizational frames for the coexistence of tiveo“tegs”. GiG, Gender Research in
Gothenburg, promotes collaboration in gender rebebetween disciplines across the
whole university. The Gender Academy at Stockholnmiversity headed by
Genusvetenskals a collaborative network connecting twelve dépants with strong
gender research and a network of more than fift Btudents. One of the aims of the
Gender Academy has been to establish gender rbasemscone of Stockholm
University’'s leading research areas, which wasea@d in 2014.

It is of strategic importance to assert the quatitygender research and make it
visible within universities. One reason is that theversities’ own research funding is

gradually becoming more based on evaluations, aldpment that has come rather late



in Sweden compared to other countries. Howeveereat funding continues to be vital

to the development of gender research. The Swdedearch Council has played a
crucial role in this respect, in particular throuig$h expert group on gender research,
dedicated to issues such as how to create faiuatiahs and forms of funding that

could benefit the field. An important initiative this respect was the funding of gender
research centres, called “Centres of Gender Exumdle at the universities of Uppsala,

Linkdping and Umea in 2006. The funding was givercéntres with the potential to

become international leaders in their field of egsh and the three internationally
competitive research environments were awarded 3Eknillion each over a 5-year

period starting in 2007. Research at the centrese~valuated twice during this period.

The second evaluation, carried out in 2011, cameety positive conclusions. The

grants had been crucial for developing the certtves level of excellence. They had

become both nationally and internationally renowaerdironments for gender research.
The funds had enabled researchers to pursue warkvis both of higher quality and of

greater international impact than work that woubivén been carried out in a more
individualized context.

The internationalization of Swedish Gender Resedah also been promoted by

funding networks for international research excleafg.g. programs on gender and
religion at Stockholm University and gender and itieé at Umea University).
A very important collaborative project, financed thy Swedish Research Council , has
been the research schdolerGender hosted by Link6ping’s University. InterGender is
a research school for interdisciplinary gender issidhat establishes interconnections
between Swedish PhD programs as well as four ntaymopean research schools. It
involves all gender departments and centres in 8weahd serves to gather the
country’s PhD students on a regular basis.

Furthermore, it should be mentioned that the gestieties departments have also
been successful in receiving funding in generalscah recent example is a large
collaborative project at the gender studies depamtnof Lund University taking a

comparative and international perspective on womerganizations and feminist
activism.



It can be concluded that it is of the utmost imaoce that research councils and state
authorities in Sweden have long term strategieshierdevelopment of gender research.
However, in the latest research plan from the guwent, gender research is scarcely
mentioned. This needs to be changed, especialbe sisearch policies from the EU
demand that gender perspectives should be includatl research. Sweden, which in
many ways is a role model for gender equality, &halso be in the lead promoting
gender research. As mentioned earlier, gender nasdws influenced and developed
new knowledge in many research fields. To give seramples: the literary canon has
changed since it has been scrutinized from a gepelespective. Gender research has
also changed the way historical research is coeduanhd research in medicine and
biology has benefitted from gender perspectiveskiwvhave revealed gender bias in the
understanding of research results. It is importtmat the inclusion of gender
perspectives is developed in all disciplines, il@t gender research keeps its “two
legs”. This means that the discipline itself neéulde strengthened, making cutting

edge research, while, at the same time, discipligander perspectives are developed.

2. In your opinion, what are the emergent challengein your Country /
Region?

Pauline Stoltz (Denmark)- One of the most serious challenges to genderestud
Denmark concerns the observation that universitiggeneral are experiencing serious
funding cuts. These cuts affect both national amdofean funding. Achieving full
financing for PhD students is particularly difficul

Most Danish universities are financially dependentthe Ministry of Education.
This Ministry governs in great detail, which wasestly demonstrated when the
current government chose to examine the size adaltational programs and enforced
set student numbers for each program. As a consequen initiative by Aalborg
University and Roskilde University to start a fidint MA gender program, or possibly
a program organized only by Aalborg University, y@d impossible because there were

already too many master programs in other dis@glimhis resulted in the strategy of



starting aspecializationcoursein Global Gender Studies at Aalborg University, as
mentioned above.

The funding of PhD students is traditionally acgdifrom research councils and
faculties/departments. Due to general financials cat universities, the latter is
increasingly rare, compared to previous periodsistory, and the nation research
councils are increasingly inclined to either remdlve possibility to apply for PhDs or
focus solely on public-private partnerships. Insthliontext, the focus on STEM
disciplines (Science, Technology, Engineering andathdmatics) is markedly
increasing, both in the councils and at the unitiess to the detriment of Social
Sciences and Humanities (SSH).

Generally speaking, the traditional focus on SSHgender studies makes it
increasingly difficult to acquire external fundif@y a PhD in gender studies. The same
applies to broader gender research projects. Thethdef council members with
competence in and knowledge of gender issues inahenal research councils is also a
sensitive issue in this context, and a recurrinigtpaf criticism from the Danish gender
studies community.

Having said this, | must admit that | personallgkaip a position in Denmark a few
years ago after having worked in Sweden for twemigrs. One of the reasons for my
decision was that reliance upon external fundingrésearch is not as prevalent in
Denmark as it is in Sweden. As an associate profdseave up to 40-50 percent of
research time, which I could compare to 20 percei@weden. Thus, the possibility to
conduct research without financial constraintstendontent is comparatively higher in
Denmark. This also explains why Danish gender rebeas in general are able to
produce as much interesting and, above all, ctitesearch as is the case; this seems
increasingly important in these days and age.

Another challenge is related to the content of gengsearch. The ties between
activism and academia were strong in the 1970s1880s, which was due, in part, to
the comparatively strong feminist movements in Darknseen in a Scandinavian
perspective. In a former comparative study of #lationship between gender, politics
and democracy in the Nordic countries (Bergqvistle1999), scholars found important

national variations concerning models of feminigibilization, and it was concluded



that there is one Nordic gender model with différgender profiles, the Danish being
the most bottom-up, whereas the Swedish and Noamgwiofiles are based upon a high
degree of institutionalization of gender equalBglgqvist et.al. 1999, 286-89).

Since the 1990s, these ties have become increpsimghker as a result of the
general weakening of feminist movements. Ten yegs Hilde Remer Christensen,
longtime coordinator at the Coordination for Gen&asearch, claimed that Danish
research was more theoretical (and interestingly alore apt to adopt queer research,
for instance) and less focused on the immediatéiqal use of gender research than
was the case in Norway and Sweden, where theutishialization of gender research
was linked more closely to state feminism (Rgmenisténsen 2003: 92).

Drude Dahlerup recently pointed out, in a compaeastudy of the Danish and
Swedish equality debates, how the equality debateenmark is more or less dead,
whereas great progress is being made in Swedeme\hee current government and five
of the major political parties call themselves feisi. According to Dahlerup, this
stands in stark contrast to the situation in Detanahere ‘feminism’ is a taboo word.
Today, feminist engagement in Denmark is more Yikel be found within the labour
movement than in the women’s movement (Dahlerufp01

However, this rather outspoken opinion about Dafeshinism could be nuanced by
considering more carefully the arena in focus (parént, the labor movement, civil
society, social media or everyday life and the rmadto focus (age, migration,
ethnicity/'race’, class). The theme of discussioaymalso play a role (women as board
members; embodiment); it might be claimed, foransg, that young activists typically
use social media to discuss body matters. A deddatat the future of feminism, which
was organized in Copenhagen in March Z0#athered a large number of activists of
all ages (Arbetaren, #9viarch 2015).

Christine M. Jacobsen(Norway) - One of the main areas of contention imi&mian

gender research in the last few years has beemubstion of mainstreaming. As

4 Arbetaren 25 March 2015 'Feminister samler og syrk  sig’.

http://www.arbejderen.dk/indland/feminister-samber-styrker-sig (Accessed: 26 March 2015).



mentioned, the RCN program in gender research wa@®minued in 2012, at a time
when academics came under increased pressure lfofapexternal research funding.
The RCN, instead, moved towards mainstreaming geideall research programs
where it is considered relevant, making it a corepry criterion in the evaluation of
funding applications. All programs and prioritizessearch areas are now expected to
consider how the gender dimension matters to tleea of knowledge. The
mainstreaming strategy is based on the assumgitaingender research has now been
successfully established as an academic field invp. Although this is true, this
premise does not take into account that the cefdgresomen’s and gender research are
still small and vulnerable to ongoing neo-liberatstructurings of Norwegian
universities. Furthermore, the mainstreaming sgsateeems to underestimate the
amount of work needed to develop the level of amesse and competence among
researchers and within the research council for dinategy to succeed across the
research areas.

The move towards gender mainstreaming has beerrovensial, and gender
researchers have stressed several potential adv@nsequences. One concern is that
mainstreaming will bring about a move from gendesearch towards gender
perspectives in research, and that a more su@rfaus on gender as a "dimension”
of various fields of knowledge will supplant foutidaal questions in gender studies. A
related concern is that mainstreaming will redueadgr to a question of similarities
and differences between women and men, a redustiothat, besides reproducing a
binary and heteronormative gender model, lose®wtie creative and critical potential
of gender as an analytical category, which is afilerwhat has been exciting about
gender studies and made it a crucial contributioveirious disciplines.

Within teaching institutions, a closely related wowersy regards what Clare
Hemmings (2006) names the autonomy/integration tdeldhat is: whether feminist
enquiry should seek to influence the academia fwaithin particular disciplines or
establish itself as a separate discipline. Botlorawny and integration perspectives
have been rigorously criticized (Hemmings 2006)Nrway, what Hemmings calls a
combination approach has dominated and been sed¢hneasiost desirable. Current

developments in the university system work bothetwble and to disenable the



combination approach. On the one hand, there is rewigg demand for
interdisciplinarity — which might be an advantageiriterdisciplinary academic fields
like gender studies. On the other hand, the use-aflled result-based indicators in the
financing model puts gender studies centres inmpiadlecompetition with the discipline-
based departments they seek to contribute to.

A further challenge relates to the status of gemeeearch within both academia and
society more broadly. Gender research has beerget tr criticism, partly by other
disciplines and partly in public discussions whi¢tteas been claimed that it is strongly
politicised, and that it is (therefore) less saf@mthan other disciplines. A critical event
in the public criticism of gender research wasTNeseries Hjernevask (Brainwashing)
in 2010, which gave rise to a heated debate. Tlegailon put forth was that gender
researchers deny biological underpinnings of gedliféerence for ideological reasons
and that they promote ideological views that arerfyobased on "facts" and "scientific
methodologies” (cf. Lie 2011). An additional dimemsto consider is how criticism
towards state feminism may also have consequenceld political support for gender
studies. While state feminist policy and ideologgshenjoyed remarkable support
among leading segments of the population (GulbemdEngelstad, Klausen, Skjeie
and Teigen 2002, Holst 2005), some also claim thaias “gone too far” and that
Norway has become a "vaginal state" (Langeland ROGR polices a politically correct
view of gender and privileges women over men. Wl instauration of a new
conservative and right wing government in 2013yghe reason to fear that political
support for gender studies, especially in its margcal version, will weaken in the

years to come.

Lena GemzOe and Margaretha Fahlgren(Sweden) - The challenge for the
development of gender research in Sweden is tarmentnhancing the presence of
Swedish gender research at an international leirapertant steps in this direction have
been taken as shown above — while at the samecom@nuing the project of building
gender as a discipline in its own right, with saoety presence in Swedish society. For
this aim to be fulfilled, long term strategies atkquate funding are needed. It is often

difficult for research Councils to evaluate newlabbrations in gender studies between



researchers from diverse fields, since they ararorgd according to disciplines. This
has to change in order for new and groundbreakasgarch initiatives to have better
chances to receive funding.

Gender studies in Sweden have an important ropdalp in research which takes on
societal challenges, such as health, ageing, \ael@md discrimination, to mention a
few. The cross-disciplinary approach in gender isidreates new forms of research
cooperation and research renewal. This should keoadedged more by universities,
which should give priority to gender research.

In the academia today gender research is an edtadlifield. However, one cannot
ignore that gender perspectives still evoke rest&taThis is, of course, due to the fact
that gender research challenges societal normshendistribution of power. Looking
back, women’s studies could be tolerated as longseemed to only concern women,
but gender research claims to be part of all dis@py research, and so it is far more
threatening. In Sweden the official discourse prtaaogender equality and gender
research but there still exists a more or lessdnd@sistance against the field as such.
This can be seen when gender research is desaibeth ideological rather than a
scholarly field. It is important to take this rdaisce into account when developing new
gender research, since the results will imply thedifor societal changes.

In Sweden gender equality is promoted by the gowemt, and gender research has
received state support in varying degrees in teedacades. However, gender research
has not been prioritized in the latest governmentdearch proposition. The
development of gender equality in Sweden has hegfgreatly from gender research
in the social sciences. If less research is caoiddhis will affect the progress of work
on gender equality; it is therefore necessary ttinae emphasizing the link between
gender equality and research.

Gender research has broadened its scope and tocdagas research in medicine,
technology and natural sciences. An emergent cigdlés to develop research in these

fields and develop new knowledge which could haeagimpact on future research.



3. Looking ahead, can you try to identify some tretis and perspectives
for gender studies in Europe?

Pauline Stoltz(Denmark)- Given the above comments about extdéumaling, there is

a strong tradition of receiving funding from thergpean Union, especially for large
and often comparative gender research projectsatAbe national Danish level, the
ambition of H2020 is that gender should be integtah the application and research
processes. The previously mentioned Danish policyhaw this should be understood
can be claimed to follow the European trend clasely

As was indicated earlier, in this series of roubtiia there are challenges concerning
the implementation of a gender perspective in H2DR@rder to move beyond the
present level of ambition. This is not least duethie lack of support of the SSH.
Recently, the European Sociological Associationtara petition addressed to the
European Commission in which they pointed out H2®20:

“...has very little to propose in terms of “Fairnesahd “Democratic Change”, or of a
new approach to “Jobs and Growth” in these times$is. The research programme
for Social Sciences and the Humanities (SSH) hsapgeared and its budget been
dramatically reduced compared to the previous Eesyp Framework Programme.
There is no longer even a specific Directorate lmarge of SSH research at the
European Commission.”

In the EU, and Denmark is following suit in thigyaed, the trend is to see the role of
SSH, and consequently of much gender research, @spective upon research in
science and technology, focused upon innovationgaoath.

This trend is obviously fortunate for gender reskars in science and technology,
but problematic due to the need of gender researcreas that are typically SSH.
Danish gender research has followed the generabpgan move from women’s to
gender studies, and today research focuses braadlthe meanings of gender in
relation to key areas of society, including migsatimasculinity, postcolonial and queer
research and intersectionality understood as alytar@ approach. Transnational and
global perspectives have been added as a methackll@garting point and research

field to the earlier focus on historical and congtiave studies. These perspectives are



especially important in relation to contemporaguess concerning gendered aspects of
the nationalist movements, welfare state transftioma and the global financial crisis.

Earlier in these roundtables it was mentioned thak to different reasons, the
production and circulation of knowledge in gendeidges in Europe have mainly been
dominated by British and American feminisms, anat tBnglish language feminism is
hegemonic in gender studies in Europe. Given thg iwavhich the above mentioned
contemporary issues affect European societies fiiereint manners, due to diverse
historical and other trajectories, it does indeextdme important to revisit these
contentions and to look for opportunities to coesithe meaning of a transnational
gender studies approach in Europe today.

One successful source of knowledge production arudilation is Nora — Nordic
Journal of Feminist and Gender Resear@Which recently celebrated its twentieth
anniversary. The journal is published by Taylor éarcis and reaches an audience far
beyond the Nordic countries. The current editorg@m is based in Denmark. At the
time of writing, it seems that in future the systefmotating the editorial teams amongst
countries will be replaced by one editorial teanmsisting of editors from all Nordic
countries.

Another measure to advance transnational cooparasicthe recent initiative to
createRINGS - The International Research Association nstitutions of Advanced
Gender Studies)ocated at the Institute of Thematic Gender StydiKarlstad,
Linkoping and Orebro Universities. During the iatthg meeting in 2014, a discussion
took place about the implications of using notiaiseither excellence or advanced
gender studies to promote transnational cooperafibis is especially important and
interesting, due to the different stages of insbnalization or integration of gender
studies found in the Nordic countries, in Europd globally. The final choice made at
the meeting was for the notion of ‘advanced’.

Christine M. Jacobsen(Norway) A critical task for gender studies in theays to come
is how to position itself with regard to challenigased approaches adopted by the EU
in Horizon 2020. The mainstreaming of gender inigwor 2020 raises some of the same

challenges that | addressed in regard to the nmaarsing of gender in the Research



Council of Norway. It risks reducing gender to @-pefined dimension, rather than
stimulating analytical gender and queer perspestiead demands a high level of
gender competence among researchers and evalaatoss the fields. Furthermore,
gender studies should aim not only at taking paihierdisciplinary efforts to produce
knowledge about what is defined by funding bodi&e&sacietal challenges”, but also to
contribute to defining what gets defined as suchy the "challenge” is framed, and the
epistemologies underpinning the knowledge produ€aae way of doing this is to
continue the work in feminist and gender studiegrtivincialize Europe and to develop
transnational, transversal, post-colonial and dlpeaspectives as vantage points from
where to engage critically with politics of exclasj precarisation, and racialization.

| further believe that a number of crucial issues eoming up in regard to how
Europe is currently investing in legislating andvgming sexuality and gender, as a
number of European countries are revising theirs|afer instance, on prostitution,
abortion, surrogacy, same-sex marriage, rape, auogptian. We need to ask how
knowledge produced by gender studies is sometimepted by (neoliberal and other)
projects of state governments that are potenttadigmful to precarised and racialised
populations. We also need to engage the affects slmound the legislation and
governing of sexuality and gender. In Norway, abartvas back on the public agenda
last year and stirred up a lot of sentiment, agligdquestion of "marriage pour tous" in
France. Investments in legislating and governingiakty and gender, and the affective
engagements they spur, need to be thought alongsedgrowth of populist criticism
against feminism and "gender theory" that we nogvesmerging across Europe. Issues
of sexuality and gender also energise concernsthueats against "European values” in
various ways, and are used to draw boundaries atndl pporders between Europe and
its "alien others" (Gressgard and Jacobsen 20084)20rhese anxieties seem to be
importantly precipitated by the reconfiguring oftioaal sovereignty and political
economies, largely driven by neo-liberal capitalism

Gender studies should aim to develop critical psr8pes on these processes in both
teaching and research, and to address how neallgraris currently also reshaping the
conditions of possibility for gender studies. Thiscourse depends partly on specific

local histories and state regimes. While Norway loag been viewed as a slow and



cautions reformer, the imposition of a neo-libeagenda is also making an imprint in
the Nordic countries. What impact do current shiftsfunding for universities and
research organizations and in research and teaclssgssment have on, for instance,
curricula and research questions in gender studiékat are the consequences for
gender studies of the move towards assessing tepahiterms of study points and
student (now increasingly perceived as custometisfaation? How can we keep
proposing and further developing the critical pertjwes of gender studies, as we
compete for research funding that is increasinglgrgd towards innovation, impact and
solutions to pre-defined social problems? Anotletro$ questions that needs to be dealt
with relates to the gendered forms that precariessrand casualization take in an
increasingly neo-liberal political economy of higleglucation. These questions will be
in focus during an upcoming conference on Gend&mih the neoliberal university
organized by RINGS (a new global association oflileg centres of advanced gender
studies connecting leading research institutes eewtres from Africa, Australia,
Europe, and North and Central America). Marina Weai(2015), this year's winner of
the Norwegian Holberg Price, recently warned adadine "cruel optimism" (Berlant
2011) that binds academics more tightly into a ibeohl regime. Despite warnings
against cruel optimism, however, gender studieslshiollow Warner in "hold[ing] fast

to the life of the mind — its beauty, its necessiyand continue struggling to remember

that we could have been otherwise, and might yéHaeaway/Goodeve 2000:171).

Lena Gemz6e and Margaretha FahlgrenSweden)- Horizon 2020 focuses on the
need for research which will solve the challengeasnig contemporary society. In order
to meet these challenges researchers from diffdreltts must cooperate and this
includes researchers in gender studies. It is ef utmost importance that gender
researchers engage in these broad research protirasnputting gender research even
more at the centre of European research policiesrelis a general recognition of the
need to include gender research to solve sociatblgmms and this means new
possibilities and new cooperation for gender redesas.

There is excellent gender research carried outwad®&n and the field has become

more internationally oriented. This internationgpeoach needs to be strengthened



through closer cooperation between researchersiiopé. Sweden, which for long has
been seen as a role model for gender equalityy isportant contributor in an extended
research cooperation.

The broadening of the field will continue and gendesearchers will cooperate
across disciplinary boundaries. However, it is dguanportant to develop new
theories, focusing on the core of the disciplinee Tink between researchers who are
more theoretically oriented and those who work merapirically needs to be
strengthened so that new theories are used in gpralice.

The disciplineGenusvetenskais growing rapidly in Sweden — for instance, & th
beginning of 2015, Stockholm University receivedeothousand applicants to the
undergraduate level. That funding of PhD-programgeinusvetenskaghould continue
is vital to secure a new generation of gender schpivho can form a stable future core
group in the field.

The presence of gender research in public debatepalitical life in Sweden is
unique in a European context. This makes Swedeimtaresting case to learn from.
Besides, the experiences of enhancing the qualdlysérengthening the organizational
frames of gender research in Sweden could be Valuabthe ongoing work of our
European colleagues —as we could learn from themerefore, we hope this Round

Table will be followed by other initiatives to skeagxperiences across national borders.

Final remarks

In closing remarks, it is as always important tqoaasise positive facets.

First of all it is evident that the willingness tife Danish, Norwegian and Swedish
participants to interact, not only among themselvesto also reflect on contributions
made in previous round tables, is promising. Thasficms that awareness of the
importance of joining forces and energy in ordestt@ngthen gender studies is whole.
This is a historic moment of utmost importance,oggused as a particularly critical
turning point in all round tables.

Moreover, the Scandinavian colleagues reaffirmrtivésh to follow up with other

transnational initiatives. Their wish “to considbe meaning of a transnational gender



studies approach in Europe today” is challengind parposeful. It will not remain
vain.

Finally, the presence of gender research in pudlzate and political life, a marked
feature of this round table, provides for thoughbbw the positive, and perhaps
sometimes less positive, consequences that maypnetpct risks and problems that
could easily arise in other countries. This migatuseful for a comparison between the
experiences expressed by the Scandinavian colleagith those cited by Diane
Lamoureux (see round table n.2) in her descriptbrihe situation in Quebec and
through her reflections on the political resporgipiof intellectuals in the public
sphere.

This issue concludes a first cycle of a serieoahd tables in which we attempted to
deepen our understanding of the status of genddiestin several European countries
and some other ones too. Starting with the nexteiss About Gender, we will tackle
new topics with other social scientists, with atamnng aspiration to stimulate a debate
and to learn about new approaches to keep genddiestvivacious, always evolving

and connected to the societies in which we live.
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